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Bear Paul (JL), 6/3/75 

While each tiling I do or try to do gets done at the cost of something that goes 
undone -l want you to be informed to the degree you want to he and is possible for 
us. I can't begin to take the time to spall out what I hops will ho apparent enough 
rram my last night’s letter to Jim. After reading the transcripts of the two hearings 
■snat cams yesterday the apprehensions with which I left the courtroom on the 21st 
are considerably greater. 1 was sick for the first hearing. One thing that may illustrate 
t- r ds for you is that an the first hearing Jia made lion— compliance specific and the 
judge was already tal k i n g about hoe good the faith of the USDA was and how dishonest 
he was, already on the record and repeated in more detail at ths second hearing, made 
no difference. When the judge went further and said he’d regard "substantial com— 
pliance" as lull comp, lance, I hops I have to spall nothing also out, in specificity 
this case or in general when this will bt; the precedent case under the new law. 

Whatever the motives of others nay be, the fact is clear and the record is ter- 
rible, of the worst kinds of mistakes. They can be very hurtful and I'd rather not 
go into details. In fact, it is depressing to think that it is accessary. 

those are essentially political matters. Most of us are entirely without ex- 
perience in them. Just about all the others find it be 3 t to ignore the realities 
and to pretend that each time I forecast something like this and turn out to be 
right it has ho meaning. 

I am aware of the actuarial situation; that the one who lias never been wrong in 
thise kinds of t .rings has a high risk of being wrong each next time. In this cose 
it simply isn't possible. If we prevent what looms it will be because of what Jim 
and I do, not because of anything else. 

I really do not enjoy the risks — have to ruiio X have just gotten on., copy only 
01 sh'~ tuxioavit I iiud .o - lie • I nan to srrart doing’ this as soon as the last hear- 
ing was over. Ths next morning I had the craft finished. Jim went over it and cut 
oui, what he Iclt shoUj-ci be eliminated arid out it in generally better shape, honeh 
tireless , as anyone with any sophistication at all ought to realise, when 1 have had 
to do this in lour oi the five cases, the odsa again become operative. Bow many times 
can I lock horns with the FSL and hope to remain unscathed? In this case I have 
charged perjury and asked the judge to do nonet; lag about it. Whatever he doss we 
have no reason to look for an easy time. If I had not done this and done it ict- 
mediately the situation would be much worse. Aemember, the lawyer for the other 
side is also the prosecutor. He is the one who files charges. 

The realities are not as they may seem from the distance, from another type of 
life and another kind of life's experiences. I have been through these thing* before 
and t ere is no way of 1- •■•.ruing them except from experience. Especially* if one is 
unwilling to to begin with. 

tfhen^what was going on became apparent to me in. court as soon as tho judge left 
the room 1 iiau to lay it ou tne prosecutor. I did, too, and ho is aware that 1 am 
capable of lodging cnarges against him and that I removed his innocence at that moment. 

If it had not be© on necessary 1 would not have done it. 

The- weight we are carrying in this is enormous. Ot may not be apparent to you 
and af we puli it off it will s eesu as though it never existed. There is much I'll have 
to do^that I'll not have time to go into and may not be able to dc but cast, somehow, 
try. it is Made much more difficult because of the empaigning of a personal nature 
of so many others, throat— slitting for self-seeking purposes. I ara foreclosed from 
to wnom one would ordinarily turn. 

Tris is partly to try to inform you and partly so you can try to understand oor.e 
of what yn & ato I have written to which you have been indifferent. The possibilities I 
see are real, as are my fears. I do not give details where they are not essential 
because for the other side the situation is also one fraught with the greatest~dangor. 
xou may not see it but this can be, the real crunch. I have to go on the assumption 
t hat it is because it can be. If judge rules for us it surely will be. Others 
seem never to be able to look ahead. 

Viheu we hove this kind of situation it is at the least upsetting to find in- 
difference elsewhere aside from those who cause problems, where it is more upsetting 
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still. In this matter it is virtually all those who seek and get attention, each 
in different ways. Some overtly, some probabilities® 

ftw the enclosed you should recognise that the so-called scientific experts 
Siehois andWecht haven t even recognized that there is major withholding. They 
have hath made a public record that says there was compliance. Can you project what 
this can mean? 

Prom each of these and from all of you I know who are in college or were or 
arc near one I have asked, a very simple tiling that is inaccessible to m. The 
standrads for these tests, what ic required to do each properly, with hickols this 
negan in 1367, early 1963 at the latest. Sore than five years ago Cyril promised it, 
from his criminalist, wore reeetly I asked it of you and Idftcn, who was up to his 
old tricks, as I'd feared, in all this time noe one has seen fit to go to this 
little trouble. Whatever the reason in each case, can you begin to comprehend the 
frustration it means'? There is nobody around here to whom 1 gaaat can turn who is 
not federally connected. I've even tried through faculty friends. 

Inis is why I've had no interpretation of what figures we've gotten. 1 nave 
not regarded them as the significant element at this juncture but I would have liked 
to know what they mean. I assume that ta uim is close to it and tikis I've said nothing 
more. But the other aspects are the important ones, not what I’ve referred to as. 
the numbers game. 

W’e ought to have t.is but with this past I'm not finding it possible to make 
any further efforts because the past tells me it will mo an a waste of time X do 
not have. This represents a very bad situation holding danger for all and more for ae. 

we can be seriously hurt in this and in what still is possible from xi elin et al, 
who have had the kind of insane help nobody can begin to expect when one sets out 
to do wnat that Coomisaioa did. Temporarily the needs of the CIA took precedence. 

1 understand that "alia put up a real fight on the inside and lost. I do not think 
this will be the situation indefinitely because of Ford's needs. 

in any event, for whatever little it can mean, I'm trying to explain what you 
seem never to have been aware of and what it means here. 

We have a political situation and it lias to be met. It ought not be impeded. 

It is being impeded, in various way, aoae minor and probably well motivated but 
unthinking. 

We have serious financial problems. 3 m can t do all the xeroxing necessary. 1 
may have overcome some of thi3 yesterday. I'm working with come college people but 
the separation is of 120 miles in travel time and such greater in knowledge and 
understanding. Ifthey can come through I'lUuave other copies for you soon, dim 
has only ports of mornings away from home, e 5ms to babysit afternoons. But even 
the tine it takes him to go for xeroxing coiiec from other wo rk he can t do. lie is 
net close to any xeroxing facilities except vnioru tae cost is quit® high. Am then 
the lawyer has to be his own clerk-secretary. 

Unless I can get a way today I'll not be able to renail your note of the 4th to 
him until tomorrow, hot iaioviinguwhether you sent him the attached list of documents, 
which i,s quite helpful. I'll make a copy of it and send it, too. i t would have been 
much better if you had sent this(these)directly to him. We have time pressures and 
each little bit added to cur potential uadertsnading means the possibility of more 
time being required. 

I hope you are right tint Lifton will not dc anytiang stupia. We are being 
haunted now by another non-stupidity of the past. If anything is done publicly or 
in any way that gets back to the other side it will not be helpful ana can hurt as 
he may not sec. The realities today have nothing to do with figures insofar as our 
situation is concerned. 

It was good of you to take, the time to include descriptions but from then I 
can t toll which 1 have, and don t nave, dome do seem unfamiliar. I do not nave all 
that the Archives finally sent #im so I can 0 t say if they were complete. This can be 
very helpful that way. I wish wc'u bad it earlier, but X think «- ; im can still use it 
before the next hearing, which uiay bo the determining moment. 
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Tour letter to Shea helps make a record. 

Glad to get the Bud/Zodiac story. Bud denies having identified this character 
hut he told Turner it is one Bevcreaux. The chances of this whole business being 
completely insane are high, 

I was confident you would take a different approach with Crossland than I did. 
That you did is quite good, t helps give them a broader view. It is also a good 
approach. By and large I am in complete agreement with what you say. There are 
differences, as in youi (5): 

"...this strong prima facie evidence against a shot from the rear was...." 

It is not tills kina of evidence but is of a shot from the front. The two are not 
the same. 

"The single bullet theory is not quite as absurd as it can easily be made to 
appear." Wrong. It cannot be more absurd on the basis of^fact. And injecting Wecht 
into Congressional consideration is to invito disaster, e has added nothong to what 
Sylvia and I published long ago accept error and to what was available without him 
elsewhere and from officlao sources. 

"...the FBI’s files on Oswald were never given to the Commission..." Wrong 
again. The Commission actually refused them. 

% purpose here is not complaint. Anjt one such error can be a disaster to a 
Member of either house. 

This is a different field than scholarship, where errors mean very little. 

Even simple saisdirection can be ruinous to people who have to live with the realities 
that obtain on the Hill and in political life and in re-elections and with the kinds 
of constitutents the wealthier ones generally are. 

Tilings work a different way on the Hill. Life is entirely different, in ways not 
readily apparent to those not experienced in it. Downing has already gotten consider- 
able flack from sources he canH stand it from. If hughes has no more than a defeated 
Sandman back home he lias too much trouble behind him to face more on the floor of 
the Congress, in a committee or anywhere else. 

The difference between the FBI's not giving the file and the Commission s not 
wanting it may seem slight to you. But it can be major for Hughes. However, I've 
taken and will take no initiatives there, he approached me first and I've never 
written him. I've responded to him. fie has called. This ±3 a small example of one of 
the reasons. We canH make things more difficult for them and I'm not about to start 
campaigning’ against the well-organized nuts and self-seekers. Of those I've met in 
this part there is only sdc one with whom I will take any initiative. If a d when I do 
it will be in other directions. 

Trie position paper I gave them was almost entirely devoted to thie problems and 
how they can meet them. They saw the major one immediately and when bjja and 1 had a 
meeting with some of them 5/21 they took the initial steps to rectify Jams it. X as- 
sured them there was no question of factual foundation for what I tsaid is the only 
possible approach. (Even Lane has come to realize this and that idea also he has 
stolen. jll he had to do is hear me say it. His ignorance of the most basic fact 
continues to astound.) I said that I’d show them enough fact any time they wanted. 
Several spent about six hours here their first free day and left satisfied on this. 

So, I tell you still again the situation is political, not factual, legal or 
judicial. All the other prerequisites we meet with ease. If we all tend to shun what 
is foreign to ear training and life experiences and thus it is natural for you and 
others not to see this, for whatever little my assurances to you can mean these 
are my assurances. With Congress, in coprt, with the press-evetywhere. Even with our 
own and not inconsiderable liabilities. 

I've taken this hour and a half before breakfast in an effort to inform you, 
not for other purposes. I hope you will try to see if you can see what I'm trying 
to get you to see. Thanks for what you sent. 





Sincerely, 


